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seem, then, that in philosophy, as in letters
generally, polite America has continued the
common tradition of Christendom, in paths
closely parallel to those followed in England ;
and that modern speculation, which is so very
sensitive to changed times, is quite indifferent
to distinctions of place.

Perhaps; but I say advisedly polite
America, for without this qualification what
I have been suggesting would hardly be true.
Polite America carried over its household
gods from puritan England in a spirit of con-
secration, and it has always wished to remain
in communion with whatever its conscience
might value in the rest of the world. Yet
it has been cut off by distance and by revolu-
tionary prejudice against things ancient or
foreign ; and it has been disconcerted at the
same time by the insensible shifting of the
ground under its feet: it has suffered from
in-breeding and anaemia. On the other hand,
a crude but vital America has sprung up
from the soil, undermining, feeding, and
transforming the America of tradition.

This young America was originally com-
posed of all the prodigals, truants, and ad-
venturous spirits that the colonial families